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Prefacoe.

Tru Department for the Publication ol San-hrit Maasenpts
wds organized m the begimmmg of 1084 M 15, with the onject of
publishing the ancient and 1are Sanshrit maunuscuipt, 1 the Palace
Iabraiv, and alvo of preseiving and publishing such ot the rare

Sanshut manusenipts as are m the possession ob ancrent families i
the State

Twelve works have luthetto boen published under the title
of “The Thivandium Sanskuit Series , and seven other~ e now n
the Pross

Without prejudice to vy auties of preparing * Press copies” for
pubhication, 1are n wmwcnpts are bomg collected  from prvate
hibraiies in different parts of he State 'he manusenipts examimed
and selected therchiom we taken with the owna’s pernnssion, on
conditton that thoy <hould bho vctmned to them on domnnd o afta
ise The muescpts thus obtun d ue b 3o papa m
Dev mgart charwtar md atter smpavine woith o ovemals, are
dulv rctmncd to the owna~ 1 om o chof thom o apts as e
dvphcate copres of work  aheady procired or found mothe Palwe
Labiany  vanants e uoted before then retwn The dollowing 1
the st of private hibnaries visited ap to the end of 1086 N\ 1,

The bhbrary of Kesavar Sanhavan vay mar, Manbihhavae Mathan.

Do Nalesapumam Govind Prehaodr Krduttutts
Do. Panthalam Patace Panthalam

Do Idappallt Matham Tdappalle

Do \nantana wyana Sastial Vadiviswaram

Do Keswan Nawmbiyatiny, Njarahh o, Perunud, Quilon
Do Maappadt Vasudovan Namputing, Virk un

Do Kamuhulam Nilohanthan Nampaticg, Vadham

Do Patijaredattu Pacamoswarm Muatbwu, Vakam
Do Ramlimga Sastind Ganapatr Iyen, Mahadanapw any,
Do Ratnavadhyar hasivadhy v, Mab wdauip nam

Do Sthialimanya Sastual Bhagavatiswaravadhyai,

\ahdanapatam-
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The library of Muttu Sastiial, Cape Camorin

Do Sankaran Bhattatini, Panthalam
Do Nilakantha Varyar, Do

Do Travi Ayyappan, Do

Do. Jinnakkattu Palace, Mannar

Do Ananthapuranm Palace, Harippad

Do Subiahmanyan Muttatu, Puttiyal Illam, Harnippad
Do Narayanan Bhattatir:, Idappall

Of these, the tnst tour hbraries contamed a good number of
manuscripts worthy of selection and 1t 15 fiom these hibraries that
a large number has been obtaimed 22 out of 40 manuscripts selected
from Manalikkaia Matham and 44 out of G6 selected from Kailaga-
puram Gowvinda Pisharodi were lent to me for a lumted period only
by the respective owneis, the rest of the manusciipts selected being
promised to be lent later on  All the 37 manuseripts selected from
the library of Panthalam Palace, and the 52 fiom Idappallr Magham,
were obtained on loan

Among the manu~cipts collected, there are ~some valuable works,
the discovery of which gave me no les< dehght *han surprise, and o
briof account of the<e 13 given below

I'ron thc hibraryv of Manalikhara Matham, a volume of palmn
leaf manuseiipts was obtained coutammng some Sanshiit play s written
m ancient Malayalam character The manusaript, apparently mote
than thiee centurics old, was well preserved, except the fist 12 leaves
parbs of whieh were worn out The language of the plays 1~ at onee
~simple and clegant, and the vigorous <tyle and the lotty 1deas entitle
them to a promment place m classical hteratuie  Unlihe the woirks
ol Kilidisa md of the later diamatists, the name ot the author o
f the work s nct found i the pretudes, while the eolophen anves
merely the followimg nrincs of the works

1 Svepnanitaka b Avnnaraka

2 Pratyjninatiha 7  DBalachauta

g Panchadtin S Madhyamay yayoga
4  Dindiachaudatoy 0 Karmabhdia

5 Dataghatothacha 10 ( 1ubhanea,

At the cnd of thd' volume was attached, a fragmont of a cleveuth play
running up Lo hall of the scoomd page Pwo mwore acrls of the
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same kind weie obtamned trom the hibrary ot Kawlasapuram Govinda

-
Pishaiody, thenr colophons, ¢ ¢ m’i‘mqﬁrﬁqm’ qﬁ-m;{m_
q-qm 1espectively <howmg the names of the works

In Svapnanitaka the tnst of the group, a deseription of the
scene of Vatsardija's vision 1egarding the heroine, Visavadatta,
suggested to me that the work may in all probabihty be the same
as Svapnavisavadatta, an ancient dramatic work known by name
through some authois who have quoted 1t. As for the author of
Svapnavisavadatta, theie 1s no differen.e of opinion that that was
wuitten by the poet Bhésa to whom Kéahdasa trefers, 1n i< “ Milavi-
kigmmitia” as onc of his illustiious predecessors, and whom Bhatta
Bina, n the mtroduction of Harshachaiita praises® with unstinted ad-
muitation  So great was my tregard towards these works, that T
thought of publhshing them without any delay But to my dhsappoint-
ment, portions of the fizst 12 leaves of Svapna(nitaka)vasavadatta
were eaten off, and two other works were 'neomplete The printing
of these works, therefore had to be postponed until other copies of
themn could be procmed from elsewherc  Many of the San<knt
scholars in India as well as in limope were addiressed 1n the matter,
and no paws were spared o the attempt {or procuring complete
copres of the work<.  I'rtom the replies of one and all ot them, 1 had
the saticfaction to know that the manuscript i my possecsion was 4
unique opy of the works of Bhisa which are believed to have been
lost beyond 1ecovery  But fortunatcly <ometimes attcrwards, Sifirdan
Anantichirya of the Archaological ofho, Mysore, was sble to lind out,
an mcortect but complete copy of cacli of the warks, Svapnavisava-
datta ana Pratyndnitiky and he was al-o kind enough to <« nd mo 4
copy of these works tiken an Tdlugu character  This pontleman
when bie visitd Tovandr un List yorn, happoned fo peruse th manns-
cripts ot DBhasa’s works i ny possession, felt more than my~ 1f the
want of 1+ complete copy for the printing of Svapn viswvadatta and
the two other works wd wae, avar <mce, with unbated imdustyy

[

t afyamsrar AarEiEzARTEEE aamEkiEs mamra FiRenEe
AT T TGAF |
% ¢ Qqqm»{.ﬁ[{:fﬂh&&@fﬁ% |
AR S Al FAFARA 0
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searching for a complete copy 1n those parts The colophon of one
of the copesz ¢, « HaqraqIa] qarar” confir ned my suggestion

regarding the real name of the work, while that of the other ¢ «,

“ gfaSTATTaTET gatgy " brought to hight the real name of that

work. Thus, two copis of the works, Svapnivacavadatta and Prati-
jnadyaugandhaidyana were obtammed, and with the help of the two
copies a complete copy ot Svapnavasavadatta was made All the
twelve works have been taken up for publication and a detailed
account regarding the works and the author wi'l be givon m the
mtroduction of Svapnavasavadatta

A descuiptive catalogue of manuseripts collected up to the end
of 1086 13 herewith attached

T GANAPATI SASTRI.



THE KUPPUSW AMI SASTRI
RESEARCH INSTITUTE,
MADRAS.
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